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Agenda

Brief Introduction
• CGS – Who We Are
• Who Owns America®

Defining the Scope
• What Counts as “Public Land”

Initial Assessment 
• Breaking Down Parcel Ownership

Data Assessment
• Reviewing Limitations of the Data –

Coverage, Gaps, Errors

Next Steps
• Towards More Robust Data and Insights



Data is the hard evidence policymakers need to:

Explore scenarios Build will

Target response Coordinate 
stakeholders

Track impact



To enable data-driven 
decisions for the greater good 

of land, water, and people.

OUR MISSION





Who Owns America®







Ownership Categories

US Government

Federal
- UNITED STATES             - BUREAU, LAND MNGMENT
- USDA                                 - OTHER FEDERAL
- UNITED STATES OF AMERICA USFS/USDA

State - STATE OF ALASKA       - ALASKA STATE TRANSPORT DEPT
- STATE                                - ALASKA MENTAL HEALTH TRUST 

Local - LAKE & PENINSULA BOROUGH    
- KENAI, CITY OF            - LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Other Gov - DEPT HEALTH HUMAN SERVICES        
- DEPT TRANSPORTATION

Native Land

Native
- ALASKA NATIVE LANDS PATENTED OR INTERIM CONVEYED
- ALASKA NATIVE ALLOTMENT       - RESTRICTIVE NATIVE LAND
- NATIVE CONSERVANCY                 - NATIVE BURIAL GROUNDS

Other Ownership

Other Owner-Occupied       Non-Corporate      Corporate Entities          

Not Enough Information



Relevant Owner Flags

Religious
LATTER DAY SAINTS CHURCH
CATHOLIC BISHOP NORTHERN AK
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF SITKA

Ed – Primary/Secondary
CITY OF NOME/HIGH SCHOOL COMPLEX
ASSOCIATION ALASKA SCHOOL BOARDS
YUKON KOYUKUK SCHOOL DIST

Ed – Tertiary 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA
BOARD OF REGENTS UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA
ALASKA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY



Statewide Breakdown

Count Acres 
Acres 

Percent

Federal Government 109,700 171.6 m 48.26%

State Government 46,700 74.2 m 20.85%

Local Government 15,000 667,000 0.19%

Other Government 600 1,000 <0.01%

Native Land 46,200 22.5 m 6.32%

Other Ownership 324,700 3.3 m 0.93%

Not Enough Information 111,700 83.4 m 23.45%

~654,600 ~355.8 m













Alaska State Parcels WHOA Alaska Parcels

Owner information available Owner information missing; unable to classify Missing parcel data



Missing Parcel Details

• Owner names

• Blank or unclear terms

• Treatment of joint ownership parcels



Missing Parcel Details

• Owner names

• Blank or unclear terms

• Treatment of joint ownership parcels

Owner name: ‘DESIGNATION’
333 parcels



Missing Parcel Details

• Owner names

• Blank or unclear terms

• Treatment of joint ownership parcels



Assessed Values

• Missing assessed values (land, improvement, ag, total)

• 40.6% of parcels overall have null values

• In Municipalities Levying a Property Tax:

• 24% of parcels have null values
• 83.5% of tax-exempt parcels have null values

• 16.5% of taxable parcels have null values



Other Tax Exempt Parcels

Religious
LATTER DAY SAINTS CHURCH
CATHOLIC BISHOP NORTHERN AK
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF SITKA

2,145 parcels
7,156 acres
$1.2 billion (total assessed parcel value)

Ed – Primary/Secondary
CITY OF NOME/HIGH SCHOOL COMPLEX
ASSOCIATION ALASKA SCHOOL BOARDS
YUKON KOYUKUK SCHOOL DIST

145 parcels
1,710 acres
$994 million (total assessed parcel value)

Ed – Tertiary 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA
BOARD OF REGENTS UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA
ALASKA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

1128 parcels
111,221 acres
$1.1 billion (total assessed parcel value)

Not-for-Profit

Charitable/Relief
Education/Research
Health/Medical
Arts & Culture
Social Services
Professional/Civic

?



Statewide Breakdown

Count Acres 
Acres 

Percent

Federal Government 109,700 171.6 m 48.26%

State Government 46,700 74.2 m 20.85%

Local Government 15,000 667,000 0.19%

Other Government 600 1,000 <0.01%

Native Land 46,200 22.5 m 6.32%

Other Ownership 324,700 3.3 m 0.93%

Not Enough Information 111,700 83.4 m 23.45%

~654,600 ~355.8 m
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