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Updates to ANCSA 14(c)(3) 
Clarifying the Alaska Native Village Municipal Lands Restoration Act of 2025

Public Law 119-23
119th Congress
   An Act
To amend the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to provide that Village Corporations
  shall not be required to convey land in trust to the State of Alaska for the establishment
  of Municipal Corporations, and for other purposes.

 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

 This Act may be cited as the “Alaska Native Village Municipal
Lands Restoration Act of 2025”.

July 7, 2025    
[H.R. 43]

Alaska Native 
Village 
Municipal Lands 
Restoration Act 
of 2025.
43 USC 1601 
note.
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Background
• Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) was 

passed on Dec. 18, 1971, establishing for-profit village & 
regional Native corporations.

• Spelled out in each patent/interim conveyance to village 
corporation is a requirement to reconvey certain lands, 
and a cloud is on all titles until obligation is completed

THE GRANT OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LANDS IS SUBJECT TO:
Requirements of Sec. 14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 
1971, (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(c)), as amended, that the grantee hereunder convey those 
portions, if any, of the lands hereinabove granted, as are prescribed in said section.
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Four Categories of Claims

• 14(c)(1) – Individual claims (primary place of residence, 
primary place of business, subsistence campsites, sites 
for reindeer husbandry) 

• 14(c)(2) – Nonprofit organizations
• 14(c)(3) – Land for cities or future cities* – past and 

current uses and foreseeable needs
• 14(c)(4) – Airport sites

*To be further addressed in following slides
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What is ANCSA 14(c)(3)* for?
Lands for community (municipal) needs:

• Rights-of-Way for public use
• Village housing or relocation needs
• Community expansion needs
• Utility/water/sewer/landfill upgrades
• New airports, parks, clinics, schools, 

cemetery, other public facilities

All of these need land with clear title
* As of July 7, 2025, this subsection is now redesignated 
14(c)(1)(C), but you can still refer to it as 14(c)(3) in 
communications with BLM.
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Alaska Native Village Municipal 
Lands Restoration Act of 2025

• Since Dec. 18, 1971, only 8 of 101 unincorporated villages 
have established a municipal corporation (city).

• Recognition that Alaska Natives can successfully and 
appropriately manage their lands.

• Introduced by Sen. Murkowski as  S. 2615 during 118th 
Congress in 2023

• Rep. Peltola introduced companion bill in House as        
H.R. 6489; not passed before change of administration

• Reintroduced by Rep. Begich in 119th Congress as H.R. 43
• Signed into law July 7, 2025 as P.L. 119-23
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What has changed
• For Alaska Native villages without a municipal 

corporation (City government) as of July 7, 2025:
o Village corporation is no longer required to convey land 

to the State of Alaska in trust for a future city.
o If village corporation has conveyed land to State in trust, 

reversion of lands is NOT automatic!
“on formal resolution by the Village Corporation and the 
residents of the Native village requesting dissolution of the 
trust, the trust shall be dissolved and title to the land shall 
revert to the Village Corporation…” (emphasis added)

o Must contact SOA Municipal Lands Trustee
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What has not changed
• For Alaska Native villages with a City government, 

nothing has changed!
o All requirements of ANCSA 14(c) remain the same, so 

process is business as usual
• BLM’s ANCSA 14(c) process

o All village corporations must still submit a Map of 
Boundaries to BLM showing all lands to be reconveyed 
under ANCSA 14(c), even if already surveyed and/or 
deeds written

o If no lands are to be reconveyed under 14(c)(1), (2) or 
(3), a Letter in Lieu of Map of Boundaries must be 
submitted so that BLM can issue 1-year public notice to 
clear village corporation’s title - contact BLM’s 14(c) 
Specialist for boilerplate language. 
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Map of Boundaries (MOB)
• Map(s) representing all of the approved 

ANCSA 14(c)(1), (2), and (3) claims (DOT 
previously resolved 14(c)(4) claims)

• Must include a cover letter, signed 
resolution and settlement agreement 
between city (or State in trust) and 
corporation

• Standard BLM title/signature block may 
incorporate statement that there are no 
14(c)(3) claims in the village, pursuant to 
P.L. 119-23.
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Why do 14(c) ?

• Clears the “cloud” on the village corporation 
     land title (placed by IC or patent)
• Determines final land ownership so development 

can occur with fewer potential obstacles
• Provides 

o SURVEYED village boundaries and legal land 
descriptions for deeds

o Clear legal TITLE
o Site control needed for various FUNDING opportunities
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https://www.blm.gov/programs/lands-and-realty/regional-information/alaska/14c_Surveys
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https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/dcra/PlanningLandManagement/ 
MunicipalLandTrusteeProgram.aspx
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For more information:
BLM Alaska 14(c) Surveys
https://www.blm.gov/programs/lands-and-realty/regional-information/alaska/14c_Surveys

Municipal Land Trustee Program
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/dcra/PlanningLandManagement/MunicipalLandTrusteeProgra
m.aspx

Delenora Grey, ANCSA 14(c) Specialist
BLM, Alaska State Office
222 West 7th Ave., #13
Anchorage, Alaska  99513

 (907) 271-6576
 (907) 727-8335 (cell)
 dgrey@blm.gov

Chris Grundman, DCRA Municipal Lands 
Trustee Program, State of Alaska
550 West 7th Ave., Suite 1640
Anchorage, Alaska  99501

 (907) 269-4548
 (907) 301-4563 (fax)
 mlt@alaska.gov
 chris.grundman@alaska.gov
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