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Everything starts with a Map!
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• EVERYTHING has a spatial reference

• Maps are the basis for all decision-making

Real World GIS World



Filling the Gaps: 
Statewide 
Data
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• Data doesn’t exist
• It exists but isn’t accessible
• No consistent statewide 

version exists

 Addressing
 Land-ownership
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Reality of Alaska’s Data 
Readiness – what does this 
mean?

• Lack of consistent statewide data for 
decision-making

• Wasted resources because we are not 
prepared

• DUPLICATION ABOUNDS!!



WHY? IS LOCAL 
DATA MISSING?
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Unorganized Borough
● 70% land mass\Ranks 4th in 

population

● No local government to create 
and manage data

Incorporated Boroughs
● Limited capacity and funding



WHAT IS NEEDED TO SUPPORT LOCAL DATA NEEDS?
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POLICY

AUTHORITY

GOVERNANCE

FUNDING

GRANT PROGRAMS



Primary Functions
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• To support the creation of statewide data layers thru coordination

• Create governance and policy for Alaska’s geospatial framework 

• Ensure data is FAIR
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Coordinated 
Approach to 
Mapping Alaska

agc.dnr.alaska.gov
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Pathway for 
Public and Private 
Engagement
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+ State Geoportal
+ Imagery and Elevation portals

gis.data.alaska.gov

Alaska’s Data Portals: public access of resources
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Building Footprints - restricted
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Building Footprints

Physical Address
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Statewide Imagery – Better than Google Maps!

October 2023
18,305 unique users
43,400,000  Data requests



Imagery and Elevation Data Distribution
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Planning and Prioritization

Coordination

Publish and Distribute

Process and Archive
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Alaska Geospatial Office - Filling Gaps

LIDAR and Imagery Water Level Observations
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Why State Geospatial Offices and Councils?

DUPLICATION: 
In 2020 State of Oregon reported 
$250M/year wasted in duplication 
across State agencies

EFFICIENCY: 
UPS saves $400M by applying GIS –
saving gas and time
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IIJA, IRA and BIL WINDFALL

Harness the Opportunities 
Ahead! 
How do we ensure these funds are 
spent most efficiently OR ensure the 
data acquired is managed with a 
long-term vision in mind?
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Contracting data collection?

● Ask yourself, do those data 
already exist? Worth a quick 
check…

● If contracting, how can those 
data be archived in public 
domain for future use

● Don’t just add another hard drive 
to your pile
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Accessing Data? Where does it exist and 
where are my access points

agc.dnr.alaska.gov
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Accessing Data? Where does it exist and 
where are my access points

agc.dnr.alaska.gov
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Know Your 
Geospatial Network



C
ol

la
bo

ra
te

 –
In

no
va

te
 –

Ed
uc

at
e 

–
Sh

ar
e ● Join AGC Working Groups

● Annual GeoSummit: 325 attendees

Know Your Geospatial Network



2023 Alaska GeoSummit
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What topic a t this  week's  conference mos t ins pired you?



Questions?

Credit: Daniel Coe
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Leslie Jones, PhD
leslie.jones2@alaska.gov
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