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Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)

Digital Equity Act (DE):
 $2,750,000,000

Broadband Equity, Access, and 
Deployment (BEAD):

 $42,450,000,000

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION 
(NTIA) BROADBAND FUNDING PROGRAMS
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Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment

Alaska’s Allocation: $1,017,139,672.42

Grants will be based on percentage of locations that are:
• 1st Priority -- Unserved - less than 25Mbps/3Mbps 
• 2nd Priority -- Underserved - less than 100Mbps/20Mbps and 
• 3rd Priority -- Unserved Community Anchor Institutions (CAI) <1Gbps/1Gbps

ALLOCATED $42.45 BILLION FOR ALL STATES AND TERRITORIES

DISBURSEMENTS OF ALASKA’S ALLOCATION
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AK Broadband Office (ABO) – Initial Broadband Eval
Alaska 

Communities
% of Total 

Communities
Served 95 24.4%
Projects 107 27.5%
Underserved 11 2.8%
Unserved 171 44.0%
USDA R4 5 1.3%

Technology Systems

Current Fiber
Current Microwave
Fiber Projects
Microwave Projects
ABO Network Ideas
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FCC Broadband Map – Using Any Technology
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FCC Broadband Map – Using Any Technology
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FCC Broadband Map – Wired and Licensed Wireless
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FCC Broadband Map – Alaska Unserved (light grey)
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FCC Broadband Map – Zoom in: Nenana 25/3Mbps
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FCC Broadband Map – Zoom in: Nenana 100/20Mbps
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ABO/NTIA Broadband Serviceable Location (BSL) Map
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Mapping Challenge

• BSL Level of Broadband Service Only (Unserved, Underserved, Served)
• CAI Level of Broadband Service and Location
• Enforceable Commitments (Federal or State Grants)
• Planned/Funded Projects

HIGH LEVEL TYPES OF CHALLENGES

• Local Governments (Cities & Boroughs)
• Tribal Governments
• Non-Profit Organizations
• Internet Service Providers (ISPs)

ENTITIES AUTHORIZED TO SUBMIT CHALLENGES
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Challenge Portal
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Challenge Portal
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Challenge Portal Map Application
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Portal Mapping Application – Greater FNSB
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Challenge Portal
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Challenge Process

1. Publish of Eligible Broadband Serviceable Locations/Portal Training     ~ Jan 2024    
2. Challenge Phase                                                                                            ~ Feb 2024
3. Rebuttal Phase                                                                                              ~ Mar 2024
4. Final Determination Phase                                                                           ~ Apr 2024

FOUR CHALLENGE PHASES (30 DAYS ALLOWED FOR EACH) 

• Submit Official Challenge on Behalf of the Local Government

• Direct Individual Requester to Submit in the Challenge Portal

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CHALLENGES AND POTENTIAL REQUESTS
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Grant 
Awards 

(estimated)

BEAD Milestone Dates & ABO Timeline

File 5-Year 
Action Plan

Initial Proposal 
180 Days

Final Proposal
365 Days

5-Year Action 
Plan 8/12/23

Grant 
Applications Due 

(estimated)

Grant 
Opportunities 

Posted

Initial Proposal
 (Vol 2) 

12/27/23

Initial 
Proposal 

(Vol 1) 
9/18/23

Challenge Process 
Jan 3 – May 3, 2024
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Digital Equity – Digital Inclusion – Digital Literacy

• Aging Individuals
• Households at/or below 150% of 

the Poverty Level
• Incarcerated Individuals
• Individuals with Disabilities

• Planning Grants:         $60 Million – Alaska Awarded $567,800
• Capacity Grants:       $1.44 Billion – Alaska’s Award:        TBD
• Competitive Grants: $1.25 Billion – Alaska’s Award:        TBD

• Individuals with a Language Barrier
• Individuals who are Members of a Racial 

or Ethnic Minority
• Individuals who Reside in Rural Areas
• Veterans

COVERED POPULATIONS

FUNDING
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Digital Equity Update

Rasmuson 
Completed Draft

Public 
Review

Capacity Grant Notice of Funding Opportunity
 (estimated -- in progress by NTIA)

SOA Final Review 
and Filing of the 

Plan

SOA Dept 
Review
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Questions?

Thomas Lochner
Director

thomas.lochner@alaska.gov
(907) 269-4048

Lisa Von Bargen
Deputy Director

lisa.vonbargen@alaska.gov
(907) 660-7877

Thank You!

Contact Information:

Kalynn Himes
Administrative Assistant

kalynn.himes@alaska.gov
(907) 269-8159

Melissa M. Kookesh
Tribal Liaison

melissa.kookesh@alaska.gov
(907) 465-6466
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