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Where are the rules that apply to local 
government in Alaska?

• Article X of 
the Alaska 
Constitution

• Title 29 
Municipal 
Government



• How many times does 
“political subdivision” 
appear outside of title 29?

400+ times
• How many times does 

“municipality” appear 
outside of title 29?

970+ times

… but wait—there’s more!





1998: Harassing liens

→ SB 195









Things Local Government
May Not Do (or only 

w/Restrictions) Finance 
• Borrowing (Alaska Const. art. IX)
• Taxation (AS 29.45) 
• Tax Limit (AS 29.45.090)
• Net Income Tax (AS 43.20.290)
• Certain Alcohol Taxes (AS 04.21.010)

Exercise of Other Powers 
• Eminent domain (AS 29.35.030; AS 34.17.010 (conservation easements))
• Regulate Utilities (AS 42.05.641)
• Participate in Games of Chance (AS 05.15.180)

Policy areas 
• Traffic laws (AS 28.01.010)
• Abandoned vehicles (AS 28.11)
• Derelict vessels (AS 30.30.055)
• Criminal Laws (AS 29.25.070)
• Insurance (AS 21.03.060)
• Health care transparency (AS 18.23.400) 
• Name Geographic Features (AS 41.35.350)
• Guns and Knives (AS 29.35.144)
• Massage Therapists (AS 29.35.147)
• Pawn Brokers (AS 08.76.460)
• TNCs (Uber, Lyft) (AS 29.35.148)







Finance 
• Borrowing (Alaska Const. art. IX)
• Taxation (AS 29.45) 
• Tax Limit (AS 29.45.090)
• Net Income Tax (AS 43.20.290)
• Certain Alcohol Taxes (AS 04.21.010)

Exercise of Other Powers 
• Eminent domain (AS 29.35.030; AS 34.17.010 (conservation easements))
• Regulate Utilities (AS 42.05.641)
• Participate in Games of Chance (AS 05.15.180)

Policy areas 
• Traffic laws (AS 28.01.010)
• Abandoned vehicles (AS 28.11)
• Derelict vessels (AS 30.30.055)
• Criminal Laws (AS 29.25.070)
• Insurance (AS 21.03.060)
• Health care transparency (AS 18.23.400) 
• Name Geographic Features (AS 41.35.350)
• Guns and Knives (AS 29.35.144)
• Massage Therapists (AS 29.35.147)
• Pawn Brokers (AS 08.76.460)
• TNCs (Uber, Lyft) (AS 29.35.148)

Things Local Government
May Not Do (or only 

w/Restrictions) 





After considering the language of the statute, its 
legislative history and underlying policies, we 
conclude that AS 29.45.090 is inapplicable to 
sales taxes.

Keane v. Loc. Boundary Comm'n, 893 P.2d 1239, 
1247 (Alaska 1995)
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Things Local Government
Must Do 

• School District; Required Local Contrib. (AS 14.12.100)
• Open Meetings (AS 44.62.310; AS 29.20.020)
• Public Meetings (AS 29.20.020)
• Conflict of interest (AS 29.20.010)
• Prohibit Discrimination (AS 29.20.630)
• Public contracting; “Little Davis Bacon” (AS 36.05.010)
• Public Official Financial Disclosure (AS 39.50.020)
• Property Insurance 
• Employees to Access Personnel Records (AS 23.10.430)
• Pesticides (AS 46.03.330)
• Recall (AS 29.26.250)
• Intrastate Mutual Aid (AS 26.33.500)
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Things Local Government
May Do 

• Sue for Antitrust violations (AS 45.50.576)
• Apply for a Foreign Trade Zone (AS 45.77.020)
• Approve Nuclear Facilities (AS 18.45.025)
• Public Records Storage (AS 40.21.090)
• Reserve Water Rights (AS 46.15.145)
• Cooperative Management of Lands and 

Recreational Rivers (AS 38.05.027; AS 41.23.480)
• Protest or Condition Alcohol License 

(AS 04.11.380) 
• Influence Ballot Measures (AS 15.13.145)
• Opt-out of APOC (AS 15.13.030)
• Optional Tax Exemptions (AS 29.45.020;               

AS 29.45.049)
• C-PACE (AS 29.55 art. 2)
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Tricks?

• PERS Post-2008



Tricks?

• PERS Post-2008 
• 8% Interest on Tax Refunds (AS 29.45.500) 







Thank you!

William D. Falsey

Senior Counsel
bfalsey@huthreynolds.com

mailto:bfalsey@huthreynolds.com


Others

• Contract requirements where state funds used 

• Preference for AK Recycled products 

• Slum Clearance 

• Bond Bank

• Joint Insurance  


